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can be due to the reduction of the pipeline throughput, the
unavailability of associated products (oil on an oil platform,
condensates in a gas plant), or due to penalties assessed be-
cause contractual commitments are not met. The value asso-
ciated with the lost production is not necessarily the market
value of the lost production. It may also be the loss of income
from transportation tariffs, the cost from penalties for not be-
ing able to satisfy delivery contracts, or the cost for lost op-
portunity (i.e. due to the requirement to keep spare power to
compensate for poor availability, instead of being able to use
the spare power to increase contractually agreed deliveries).
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Station availability can be improved by installing spare
units, but this is an additional first cost factor.
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7 Conclusion
it

In this paper, we have tried to establish a comprehen-
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sive set of criteria for the economic evaluation of various
drivers and driven equipment technologies in gas compres-
sion applications. The goal is not to advertise the advantages
or disadvantages of different configurations, but to provide a
methodology that allows the user of equipment to make in-
formed, data driven judgments, based on the actual
specifics of a given application. It should be understood that
no single parameter (for example fuel efficiency) is sufficient
to make an economically advantageous decision
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